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(57) ABSTRACT

This application discloses a system for recording medical
image data for production on a portable digital recording
medium such as CDs and DVDs. This system includes a
receiving module, a processing module and an output mod-
ule, with viewing program for viewing medical image data
stored on the portable digital recording medium. It also dis-
closes a method of storing medical image data on a portable
digital recording medium, including the steps of receiving the
medical image data, processing the data and storing the data
on the portable digital recording medium, with a viewing
program for viewing medical image data stored on the por-
table digital recording medium. It further discloses a method
of selecting medical image data for recording on a portable
digital recording medium, including the steps of connecting a
browsing terminal to a computer database that stores the
medical image data, selecting a first set of the medical image
data from the computer database, and recording the selected
first set of medical image data on the portable digital medium,
with a viewing program for viewing the medical image data
stored on the portable digital recording medium. It also dis-
closes the method and system of retrieving medical image
data that are related to the received/selected original medical
image data, and recording the original and related medical
image data on a portable digital recording medium.
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Email generated by CM/ECF system re: “Activity in Case 8:08-cv-
00063-AHS-RNB Datcard Systems, Inc v. Codonics, Inc Objection/
Opposition (Motion related)”, dated Feb. 4, 2009.

Tony Rickards, DICOM Tutorial: ESC Annual Meeting Birmingham
(Aug. 1996).

TDK Electronics Corp., Invoice (2000-2001).

GE Medical Systems, Medical CD Recording Station.

TDK, TDK CDRS-11004D Medical CD Recording Station.

TDK Medical, Quotation and Technical Specification. TDK’s CDRS-
11004D (Jul. 17, 2003).

TDK Medical, Quotation and Technical Specification. TDK’s CDRS-
11004AUTOTP (Jul. 17, 2003).

TDK Medical, Medical CD Recording Station Planning and Instal-
lation Manual (2001).

KBMC Productions, CDRS-1100AUTOTP Operator’s Manual
(2002).

Siemens Medical Systems, Inc., ACOM.M/B 2.2 Basic System Dicom
Conformance Statement (May 21, 1999).

Siemens Medical Systems, Inc., ACOM.Convert DICOM Conform-
ance Statement (Sep. 15, 1999).

Siemens Medical Systems, Inc., ACOM.Report VA01A DICOM Con-
formance Statement (Sep. 17, 1999).

Siemens Medical Systems, Inc., ACOM. Web VA214 DICOM Con-
formance Statement (Mar. 9, 2000).

Siemens Medical Systems, Inc., ACOM. Web VA21C DICOM Con-
formance Statement (Mar. 21, 2001).

Siemens Medical Systems, Inc., ACOM.Report VA024 DICOM Con-
formance Statement (Dec. 21, 2001).

TREXnet HR Price Book, dated 2000.

D. Farber et al., Camtronics IW'S Open Issues List, updated Aug. 26,
1999.

Meeting Notes: XRE / Camtronics, 3 pages, dated 1998.

TREXnet HR DICOM Media Conformance Statement, Trex Medical
Corp., dated Jun. 29, 1998.

“SPEC, DICOM Interface, TREXnet HR to IWS,” Trex Medical
Corp., 2 pages, dated 1999.

“SPEC, DICOM Interface, TREXnet HR to IWS,” Trex. Medical
Corp., 4 pages, dated 1999.

E-mail Communication from R. Desrochers, “FW: Workstation
Training,” Feb. 2, 2000.

Email Communication from C. Loomis, “Re: Direct Connect Work-
stations,” dated Dec. 30, 1999.

Sales Order Packing Slip, Trex Medical Corp., dated Jun. 27, 2000.
“SPEC, FUNC, TREXnet HR Image Network,” Trex Medical Corp.,
42 pages, revised Jan. 25, 2000.

“SPEC, FUNC, TREXnet HR, Phase 1I,” Trex Medical Corp., 29
pages, revised Jan. 12, 1999.

Dimitroff D.C. et al: “An Object Oriented Approach to Automating
Patient Medical Records” Proceedings of the International Computer
Software and Applications Conference. (Compsac), US, Washington,
IEEE. Comp. Soc. Press, vol. Conf. 14, 1990, pp. 82-87.

Kleinholz L. et al: “Multimedia and PACS. Setting the Platform for
Improved and New Medical Services in Hospitals and Regions” Car
’96 Computer Assisted Radiology. Proceedings of the International
Symposium on Computer and Communication Systems for Image
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Guided Diagnosis and Therapy, Paris, France, (Jun. 1996), pp. 313-
322, XP002083080 1996, Amsterdam, Netherlands, Elsevier, Neth-
erlands ISBN: 0-444-82497-9.

May T.: “Medical Information Security: The Evolving Challenge”,
1998, IEEE doc #0-7803-4536-5/98 pp. 85-92.

Cooper T.: “Kaiser Permanente Anticipates High Costs as it Gears Up
for HIPPA”, IT Heath Care Strategist, vol. 1, No. 10, Oct. 1999, p. 4.
Haufe G. etal.: XP-000914153, PACS at work: A Multimedia E-Mail
Tool for the Integration of Images, Voice and Dynamic Annotation,
Computer Assisted Radiology, 1996.

Product Showcase: Automated Dicom Exchange Station, Medical
Imaging Magazine, Jan. 2000.

Transcript of Videotaped Deposition of Stefan Delank, dated Jan. 30,
2009, Datcard Systems, Inc. v. Codonics, Inc., Civil Action No.
SACV08-00063 AHS (RNBx), U.S. District Court, Central District
of California.

VEPRO MedImage Cardio-/DICOM Viewing Software Vers. 4.41
Disc, undated.

VEPRO Medlmage Disc, Paediatrische Kardiologie Univ.
Heidelberg: INF 150-153, 69120 Heidelberg, dated Apr. 28, 1999.
VEPRO  Medimage  Printout, Pédiatrische  Kardiologie
Universitétsklinik Heidelberg: INF 150-153, 69120, dated Jan. 30,
2009.

VEPRO, Centura-Porter Advertist Hospital Training Reports, dated
1999.

Invoice for Centura Health, dated Oct. 1, 1999 and Check from
Centura Health to VEPRO, dated Oct. 1, 1999.

VEPRO, Purchase Order from Centura Health, dated Sep. 30, 1999.
VEPRO, Centura Health Purchase Order Confirmation, dated Sep.
30, 1999.

VEPRO, Cardio-Network Chart for Porter Hospital, Denver,
undated.

VEPRO, Serial Number Records for Project Denver, dated Nov. 25,
1999.

VEPRO Computersysteme GmbH, MEDIMAGE: DICOM
Archiving & Viewing Station, Software Vers. 4.42, User-Manual,
dated May 9, 2000.

Hanlon, W.B., Fener, E.F., and Downs, J.W. “Data Storage and Man-
agement Requirements for the Multimedia Computer-based Patient
Medical Record,” Proceedings of the Fourteenth IEEE Symposium
on Mass Storage Systems: Storage—At the Forefront of Information
Infrastructures, Sep. 11-14, 1995, pp. 11-16.

Hilbel, T., Reiter, M.A., Brockmeier, K., Kuecherer H.F., Haass, M.,
“Advantages of a Cardiac DICOM Network Server/Writer for View-
ing and Permanent CD-R Archiving of Cardiovascular X-Ray
Angiography Images,” Computers in Cardiology, 2000, pp. 649-652,
vol. 27.

Saha, S., “The New Age Electronic Patient Record System,” Proceed-
ings of the 1995 Fourteenth Southern Biomedical Engineering Con-
ference, Apr. 7-9, 1995, pp. 134-137.

IMAGEAXS, Pro-Med 4.01, “Read Me,” dated Aug. 20, 1998.
VEPRO Computersysteme GmbH, “Cardio-Viewing Station,” dated
1997.

VEPRO Computersysteme GmbH, “Readme,” dated Sep. 16, 1997.
MEDIFACE, “PiView™ 3.0 User’s Guide, part 1” dated Sep. 1999.
MEDIFACE, “PiView™ 3.0 User’s Guide, part 2” dated Sep. 1999.
MEDIFACE, “PiView™ 3.0 User’s Guide, part 3” dated Sep. 1999.
MEDIFACE, PiView 3.0 (3.0.7.0) English Version, “ReadMe.txt,”
dated Nov. 10, 1999.

MEDIFACE, PiView 3.0, “DICOM Conformance Statement, Rev.
1.2-990903,” dated 1999.

ACR Learning File Sampler 1 (32-bit), Help File, dated 1999.
VOXAR, Plug 'n View 3d 2.1 (Demonstration), “readme.txt,” dated
Nov. 12, 1999.

Medical Imaging Technology Associates, Tapestry Release Notes,
dated May 8, 1997.

Medical Imaging Technology Associates, Tapestry Read Me, dated
May 9, 1997.

Medical Imaging Technology Associates, Preliminary Tapestry
Users Guide, dated 1997.

Medical Imaging Technology Associates, Tapestry Version 1.0 Medi-
cal Image Review Software Demonstration, dated Jan. 1997.
Algotech, CDSurf, Help File, dated 1999.

Medvision, VisiTran-MD, Screen Captures, dated 1997.

Osiris, Osiris Imaging Software User Manual, Version 3.1, dated
1996.

DICOM Birmingham 96, Tutorial Rev. 3.0, dated 1996.

American Society of Echocardiography, DICOM Demonstration,
Toronto, Canada, dated Jun. 14-16, 1995.

ICMIT, DICOM Development Project, dated Jun. 19, 1996.
DICOM 3.0 Public Doman Software, dated Dec. 21, 1995.

ICMIT, DICOM Development Project: What is DICOM Anyway?,
dated Dec. 18, 1995.

ICMIT, Patient Information Folder Project, dated Jul. 4, 1996.
ICMIT, Patient Information Folder Project Demonstration, dated
Sep. 11, 1996.

Areeda Associates, SeeMor Medical Image Viewing Software for
Windows 95/NT and Macintosh, “Readme.txt,” dated Nov. 17, 1997.
Areeda Associates, SeeMor Users Manual, dated 1997.

GE Medical Systems, Radiological Society of North America, “Press
Information: Destination Digital,” dated 1999.

GE Medical Systems, “Press Information: GE Medical Systems
Launches New Enterprise-Wide Services Offering for Health Care
Providers: CompareCare to Promote Productivity and Simplification
of Equipment Services Hospital-Wide,” dated Nov. 28, 1999.

GE Medical Systems, “Press Information: GE Medical Systems
Redesigns Customer-Driven Service Business for the New Millen-
nium,” dated Nov. 28, 1999.

GE Medical Systems, “Press Information: GE Medical Systems
Demonstrates World-Wide CT System Featuring Premium GE Tech-
nology: GE CT/e System to Provide Doctors, Patients Around the
World With Access to State-of-the-Art GE CT Imaging Equipment,”
dated Nov. 28, 1999.

GE Medical Systems, “Press Information: GE Medical Systems
Expands CT Hispeed Product Line: Introduces Faster Scanner and
Mobile System to Make State-of-the-Art CT Technology Product
Line Even Stronger,” dated Nov. 28, 1999.

GE Medical Systems, “Press Information: Lightspeed QX/i: One
Year Later: Breakthrough Multi-Slice CT Scanner Continues to
Enhance Productivity Through New Technology, Improved Clinical
Applications,” dated Nov. 28, 1999.

GE Medical Systems, “Press Information: GE Medical Systems Pro-
vides Comprehensive Solutions to Help Health Care Providers Make
Digital Transformation: GE’s Full-Service Digital Solutions Pro-
mote Hospital-Wide Productivity, Patient Health Care Accessibility,”
dated Nov. 28, 1999.

GE Medical Systems, “Press Information: GE Medical Systems’
Digital Chest X-Ray System Increases Physician Productivity,
Improves Speed of Exams,” dated Nov. 28, 1999.

GE Medical Systems, “Press Information: Revolution XR/d Filmless
X-Ray Table Enables Timely Patient Diagnosis and Treatment,”
dated Nov. 28, 1999.

GE Medical Systems, “Press Information: GE Medical Systems
Expands Portfolio of Online Productivity Solutions Available to
Health Care Providers,” dated Nov. 28, 1999.

GE Medical Systems, “Press Information: GE Healthcare Financial
Services Announces Innovative Online Offerings to Boost Hospital
and Clinic Productivity,” dated Nov. 28, 1999.

GE Medical Systems, “Press Information: GE Medical Systems
Strengthens Commitment to Women’s Health Care herSource Offer-
ings: Global Leader in Health Care Services Provides More Solutions
for Women’s Health and Well-Being,” dated Nov. 28, 1999.

GE Medical Systems, “Press Information: GE Medical Systems
Introduces Advanced Mammography System with New Patented GE
X-Ray Tube: System Reduces Radiation Exposure by 40 Percent,”
dated Nov. 28, 1999.

GE Medical Systems, “Press Information: GE Medical Systems’
Integrated Imaging Solutions Demonstrates Advanced Internet
Imaging Technologies at RSNA 1999,” dated Nov. 28, 1999.

GE Medical Systems, “Press Information: GE Medical Systems’
Integrated Imaging Solutions Introduces Advantage Workstation
4.0,” dated Nov. 28, 1999.

GE Medical Systems, “Press Information: GE Medical Systems’
Integrated Imaging Solutions Announces PATHSPEED Release 8.0,”
dated Nov. 28, 1999.
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GE Medical Systems, “Press Information: GE Medical Systems’
Integrated Imaging Solutions Announces Advanced Analysis Capa-
bilities on PATHSPEED,” dated Nov. 28, 1999.

GE Medical Systems, “Press Information: GE Medical Systems’
Integrated Imaging Solutions Introduces PATHSPEED Extend,”
dated Nov. 28, 1999.

GE Medical Systems, “Press Information: GE Medical Systems’
Integrated Imaging Solutions Announces PATHSPEED Prism: Soft-
ware Integrates Patient Information in One Application,” dated Nov.
28, 1999.

GE Medical Systems, “Press Information: GE Medical Systems
Introduces Advanced Patient Imaging Archive System to Help Hos-
pitals Go Digital: State-of-the Art System Archives Patient Data
Immediately; Promotes Better Access to Health Care,” dated Nov. 28,
1999.

GE Medical Systems, “Press Information: Smaller Hospitals Get the
Bigger Picture With GE Medical Systems’ State-Of-The-Art Image
Distribution System,” dated Nov. 28, 1999.

GE Medical Systems, “Press Information: New Volume Analysis
Software From GE Medical Systems Allows Fast, Simple Analysis of
Diagnostic Images on the GE Advantage Workstation,” dated Nov.
28, 1999.

GE Medical Systems, “Press Information: GE Medical Systems
Introduces First Medical Imaging Software to Let Doctors ‘Drive
Around’ Inside Patient Anatomy: First Generation Interactive MRI
Software Lets Doctors do Real-Time Studies as Patients Breathe and
Move,” dated Nov. 28, 1999.

GE Medical Systems, “Press Information: GE Medical Systems
Expands Mobile Offerings Through Cardiac MR Scanner: SIGNA
CV/iNow Available in a Mobile Configuration,” dated Oct. 18, 1999.
GE Medical Systems, “Press Information: GE Increases Power of
MR Imaging With New Gradient Platforms: New Gradients Deliver
Power and Speed,” dated Nov. 28, 1999.

GE Medical Systems, “Press Information: GE Medical Systems
Introduces MR Technology to Help Physicians Obtain Chemical
Information From the Brain: New Information to Supplement MRI
Images of Brain to Help Guide Biopsies,” dated Nov. 28, 1999.

GE Medical Systems, “Press Information: Six Sigma Quality Design
Leads to Faster Exams: GE Medical Systems Introduces Break-
through ‘Open’ MRI System,” dated Nov. 17, 1999.

GE Medical Systems, “Press Information: gemedicalsystems.com
Offers New MR Technology for Sale Via Internet: Live Demonstra-
tions to be Broadcast Daily from Radiology Community’s Largest
Trade Show,” dated Nov. 28, 1999.

GE Medical Systems, “Press Information: GE Medical Systems
Brings All-In-One Nuclear Cardiac Software to GE Workstations:
‘Emory Cardiac Toolbox’ Gives Physicians Greater Access to Patient
Data,” dated Nov. 28, 1999,

GE Medical Systems, “Press Information: GE Medical Systems
Introduces New Breakthrough Medical Imaging Procedure,” dated
Sep. 30, 1999.

GE Medical Systems, “Press Information: GE Medical Systems First
to Introduce High Performance Cancer Detecting Scanner for Mobile
Services: Mobile Leader Makes Popular ‘Pet’ Imaging Technology
Accessible to Doctors, Patients Globally,” dated Nov. 28, 1999.

GE Medical Systems, “Press Information: GE Medical Brings Six
Sigma Quality to Customers,” dated Nov. 28, 1999.

GE Medical Systems, “Press Information: AmeriNet and GE Medical
Systems Sign National Contract for Ultrasound Systems,” dated Oct.
26, 1999.

GE Medical Systems, “Press Information: GE Medical Systems
Introduces Advanced ‘Smart” Ultrasound System,” dated Nov. 28,
1999.

GE Medical Systems, “Press Information: Introduction Accelerated
by Six Sigma Quality: GE Introduces Breakthrough Ultrasound
Technology; LOGIQ 700 Expert Series Offers Potential to Better
Diagnose Stroke Risks,” dated Apr. 29, 1999.

GE Medical Systems, “Press Information: GE Medical Systems
Makes New Advanced Ultrasound Systems Affordable for Smaller
Hospitals and Clinics: Medical Profession Embraces GE’s Develop-
ment of High-Tech Systems,” dated Nov. 28, 1999.

GE Medical Systems, “Press Information: GE Medical Systems Wins
$1.4 Million Order to Provide State-of-the-Art Ultrasound Suite At
Massachusetts General Hospital, dated Nov. 28, 1999.

GE Medical Systems, “Press Information: GE Medical Systems
Signs Five-Year Agreement With Navix Radiology Systems, Inc.,”
dated Nov. 28, 1999.

GE Medical Systems, “Press Information: GE Medical Systems
Introduces Revolutionary X-Ray Technology: GE Advantx LCA+
System Helps Treat Blood Vessel Diseases Linked to Heart Attacks
and Strokes,” dated Nov. 28, 1999,

GE Medical Systems, “Press Information: GE Medical Systems
Unveils New Biplane X-Ray System,” dated Nov. 28, 1999.

GE Medical Systems, “Press Information: GE Medical Systems
Introduces New Tool to Aid in Minimally Invasive Surgeries,” dated
Nov. 28, 1999.

GE Medical Systems, GE Press Info—Radiological Society of North
America, Images, dated 1999.

Analogic, SuperDASM Configuration Keywords: AWhite Paper
Engineering Document, Rev. 2, dated Jul. 13, 1998.

RDI, Cobrascan, Presentation dated 1999.

RDI, Cobrascan, Xscan32 Imaging Software, Version 2.10, Users’
Guide, dated 1999.

1996 Annual HIMSS Conference and Exhibition, Managing Care:
The Race Is On, dated Mar. 3-7, 1996.

William J. Ahrens and Gerard M. Nussbaum, “The Help Desk and the
Integrated Clinical Information System,” 1996 Annual HIMSS Con-
ference and Exhibition.

Brian L. Cassel, “Defining the Future Managed Care Information
Requirements,” 1996 Annual HIMSS Conference and Exhibition.
Leland B. Cross, Jr., “Setting the Stage—The Risks of Integration,”
1996 Annual HIMSS Conference and Exhibition.

Rhonda Delmater, “Multi-Media Messaging: An Emerging Vision
for Health Care Delivery ,” 1996 Annual HIMSS Conference and
Exhibition.

Cheryl L. Fontenot, “A Phased Approached to Value-Added Voice
Processing,” 1996 Annual HIMSS Conference and Exhibition.

Gail S. Gulinson, “Transforming the Health Care System Through
Health Data Networking,” 1996 Annual HIMSS Conference and
Exhibition.

Jan M. Kastens, RN, M.S., “Hospital Information Systems
Approaches Do Not Work for Integrated Health Care Delivery,” 1996
Annual HIMSS Conference and Exhibition.

Shelly Miller, “Selecting and Implementing Local Facilities and
Services from Competitive Providers,” 1996 Annual HIMSS Confer-
ence and Exhibition.

Mel Van Howe, M.B.A., “Introducing Managed Care Applications
Into an Integrated Delivery System,” 1996 Annual HIMSS Confer-
ence and Exhibition.

Tom B. Wilson, Ph.D., “Healthcare Handoffs Across a Wide Area: A
Groupware Solution,” 1996 Annual HIMSS Conference and Exhibi-
tion.

Carol Boston and Linus Diedling, “Clinical Process Reengineering:
Process, Potential and Pitfalls,” 1996 Annual HIMSS Conference and
Exhibition.

Grace A. O’Neil, RN, BS, and Kath Uyeda, Ph.D., “Early Prototyp-
ing: Birth of an Ambulatory Care System User Interface,” 1996
Annual HIMSS Conference and Exhibition.

Michael E. Bettinger, “Tracking Critical Patient Information With a
Social Work Activity Database,” 1996 Annual HIMSS Conference
and Exhibition.

Linda Reeder, “Linking Outcomes—Based Documentation and
Clinical Pathways With Automated Functions,” 1996 Annual HIMSS
Conference and Exhibition.

Michael A. Torres et al., “A Comprehensive Emergency Services
Assessment,” 1996 Annual HIMSS Conference and Exhibition.
Michael J. Hafhner, “Effectiveness of Device Locations in the UTHC’s
Computerized Charting System,” 1996 Annual HIMSS Conference
and Exhibition.

James R. Prescott, PE, “What’s the Score and How Much Time Is
Left?,” 1996 Annual HIMSS Conference and Exhibition.

Edward I. Walkley, MD, “Data-Based Assessment of Urgent Care in
a Pediatric ED,” 1996 Annual HIMSS Conference and Exhibition.
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Richard L. Brandon and John Robinette, “Redesign of Decedent Care
System Provides Compassion, Responsiveness, and Security,” 1996
Annual HIMSS Conference and Exhibition.

Richard J. Linderman, “Reengineering Transcription Services to
Reduce Costs and Improve Service Quality,” 1996 Annual HIMSS
Conference and Exhibition.

Cynthia McKinney and Susan Brockhaus, “Benefits of Cost
Accounting Within a Multihospital System,” 1996 Annual HIMSS
Conference and Exhibition.

Christopher N. Smith, “Staffing and Patient Classification in a Post
Anesthesia Care Unit,” 1996 Annual HIMSS Conference and Exhi-
bition.

Robert Copple, PE, et al., “Developing a Methodology to Drive
Patient Care Unit Consolidation,” 1996 Annual HIMSS Conference
and Exhibition.

James L. Smith, III, et al., “Laboratory Redesign: Life After Cap
Units,” 1996 Annual HIMSS Conference and Exhibition.

Stephen M. Smith, Cpt., “Mailed Appointment Reminders: An
Analysis of Their Cost-Effectiveness,” 1996 Annual HIMSS Confer-
ence and Exhibition.

Sara Lafrance, “Security vs. Access: A New Health Care Dilemma,”
1996 Annual HIMSS Conference and Exhibition.

Mark Gross and Philip M. Lohman, “Technology and Tactics of
Physician Integration,” 1996 Annual HIMSS Conference and Exhi-
bition.

John D. Morgan, et al., “Building an Information Infrastructure:
Practical Lessons From Three Multifacility Health Care Enterprises,”
1996 Annual HIMSS Conference and Exhibition.

R. L. (Vern) Davenport, et al., “Understanding and Assessing CHIN
Network Technology,” 1996 Annual HIMSS Conference and Exhi-
bition.

Dennis Winstein, et al., “Optimizing Clinical Information Systems in
Complex Computing Environments,” 1996 Annual HIMSS Confer-
ence and Exhibition.

Lucy Molfetas, “Strategic CPR Issues: Benchmarking Paper Docu-
mentation Prior to Implementation,” 1996 Annual HIMSS Confer-
ence and Exhibition.

Mary Jean Barrett, RN, BSN, MBA, et al., “Concept to Reality:
Strategic Approach for Supporting Managed Care Needs,” 1996
Annual HIMSS Conference and Exhibition.

Donald P. Huebner and Lillian R. Miller, “Business Process
Reengineering of an Outpatient Clinic Using Simulation,” 1996
Annual HIMSS Conference and Exhibition.

Philip A. Katz, “Improving Competitive Position by Use of the Com-
puterized Patient Record and Associated Technologies,” 1996
Annual HIMSS Conference and Exhibition.

Mark H. Biddle, Esq., et al., “Integrating Telecommunications Sys-
tems Into the Evolving Health Care Delivery Environment,” 1996
Annual HIMSS Conference and Exhibition.

Colleen M. Prophet, et al., “On the ‘Paperless Trail’—A Computer-
ized Charting System,” 1996 Annual HIMSS Conference and Exhi-
bition.

Brian M. Paige, “Information Warehousing in the Integrated Delivery
System,” 1996 Annual HIMSS Conference and Exhibition.

Marsha A. Sutter and James A. Baker, “Redesigning the Medication
Management System,” 1996 Annual HIMSS Conference and Exhi-
bition.

Kevin J. Dombkowski, et al., “Using Electronic Data Interchange in
Managed Care Performance Measurement,” 1996 Annual HIMSS
Conference and Exhibition.

Clement J. McDonald, MD, “Implementing a Physician Order Entry
System: Perspectives From Five Physicians,” 1996 Annual HIMSS
Conference and Exhibition.

Jagdish Kohli, PhD, et al., “Distributed Architecture for a Wide-Area
Medical Image Repository,” 1996 Annual HIMSS Conference and
Exhibition.

Jeffrey S. Blair, “An Overview of Health Care Information Stan-
dards,” 1996 Annual HIMSS Conference and Exhibition.

Ralph T. Wakerly, et al., “Planning for the Four Stages of Health
Information Network Development,” 1996 Annual HIMSS Confer-
ence and Exhibition.

William F. Andrew, ME, PE, et al., “The Computer-Based Patient
Record: An Essential Technology for Healthcare,” 1996 Annual
HIMSS Conference and Exhibition.

Thomas G. Tape, MD, et al., “Designing a Clinician User-Interface
for a Health Care Information Systenn,”1996 Annual HIMSS Con-
ference and Exhibition.

Harry E. McQueen, Jr. and Kate Manzone, “Enabling HMO Product
Implementation Through Improved Work Processes and Technol-
ogy,” 1996 Annual HIMSS Conference and Exhibition.

Donald E. Schildkamp and John A. Callahan, “OR Team Learns
While Improving Stock and Reprocessing Workflow,” 1996 Annual
HIMSS Conference and Exhibition.

Mitchell S. Curtis and Austin Brown, “The Role of Information
Systems in Medicaid Managed Care,” 1996 Annual HIMSS Confer-
ence and Exhibition.

Sallie Williams, et al., “The Inside Story on Chin Implementation:
CIO’s First Hand Experience,” 1996 Annual HIMSS Conference and
Exhibition.

W. Brent Peterson, “Strategies for Ambulatory Care Scheduling,”
1996 Annual HIMSS Conference and Exhibition.

Leslie A. Scholten and Jon C. Hubble, “Automated Nursing Supply
Stations—Gold Mine or Fool’s Gold,” 1996 Annual HIMSS Confer-
ence and Exhibition.

Faye A. Sisk, PhD and Betsy H. Hampton, RN, BSBA, “Report
Cards: Are You Ready for Data Driven Competition,” 1996 Annual
HIMSS Conference and Exhibition.

Sheldon I. Dorenfest, CPA, MBA, “Emerging Trends in Health Care
Information Systems: Increasing Focus on Process Improvement
Benefits Through Clinical Automation,” 1996 Annual HIMSS Con-
ference and Exhibition.

Jean Ann Larson, “The Reengineering Approach—Techniques and
Tools,” 1996 Annual HIMSS Conference and Exhibition.

John Glaser, PhD, FHIMSS and Gilad Kuperman, MD, PhD, “Impact
of Information Events on Medical Care,” 1996 Annual HIMSS Con-
ference and Exhibition.

Elaine Remmlinger and Marc S. Newman, “The Dating Game: Merg-
ers, Affiliations, and Their Information Technology Implications,”
1996 Annual HIMSS Conference and Exhibition.

John Lynch, “CHINS: A Collaborative Approach to Outcomes
Analysis,” 1996 Annual HIMSS Conference and Exhibition.

James C. Benneyan, “Improving Health Care Using SPC and Quality
Engineering: Billing and Laboratory Case Studies,” 1996 Annual
HIMSS Conference and Exhibition.

Mark A. Kaiser et al., “New Information Requirements for the New
World of Managed Health Care,” 1996 Annual HIMSS Conference
and Exhibition.

Joseph A. Cirillo and Leigh Ann Wise, “Testing the Impact of Change
Using Simulation,” 1996 Annual HIMSS Conference and Exhibition.
Gary E. Gamerman, MS, JD, “Development and Implementation
Case Study: Clearing the Legal, Regulatory, and Contractual Barri-
ers,” 1996 Annual HIMSS Conference and Exhibition.

Sylvia K. Dowding, “On the Road to Staff Reengineering,” 1996
Annual HIMSS Conference and Exhibition.

Jerry L. Mathis et al., “Case Study: A Health Care System’s Use of
Wireless Technology,” 1996 Annual HIMSS Conference and Exhi-
bition.

Annette Valenta, DrPH et al., “Informatics Education: Evolving
Competencies, Continuing Discussions,” 1996 Annual HIMSS Con-
ference and Exhibition.

Harm J. Scherpbier, MD et al., “Aspects of Knowledge Sharing Using
the Arden Syntax,” 1996 Annual HIMSS Conference and Exhibition.
Deborah Kohn, MPH, RRA et al., “Mail and Messaging Software:
M&Ms of Communication—A Treat for Health Care Information
Systems,” 1996 Annual HIMSS Conference and Exhibition.

Wayne M. Gray, FHIMSS et al., “Planning and Developing of a
Statewide Health Information Network,” 1996 Annual HIMSS Con-
ference and Exhibition.

Dave Niemeyer et al., “The Good, the Bad and the Usable—A Clini-
cal Workstation,” 1996 Annual HIMSS Conference and Exhibition.
James Kazmer et al., “The Creation of a Virtual Electronic Medical
Record,” 1996 Annual HIMSS Conference and Exhibition.
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Thomas H. Hendershott, “Evaluating Process Change Proposals in an
Outpatient Pharmacy Using Simulation,” 1996 Annual HIMSS Con-
ference and Exhibition.

Janet B. Wu et al., “Wireless Data Transmission: How to Implement
Remote Data-Access,” 1996 Annual HIMSS Conference and Exhi-
bition.

Martha B. Tecca and Robert Garrett, “Radical Operating Improve-
ment—A Rational Approach for Ongoing Results,” 1996 Annual
HIMSS Conference and Exhibition.

Arvind P. Kumar, FHIMSS et al., “Transforming Organization Struc-
tures to Implement Integrated Delivery Systems,” 1996 Annual
HIMSS Conference and Exhibition.

Landen Bain et al., “The Benefits and Implications of a Statewide
Health Information Network for a Major Medical Center,” 1996
Annual HIMSS Conference and Exhibition.

Richard B. H. Graham and Karen K. Geisler, “Achieving Results:
Implementation of Best Practices in Patient Financial Services,”
1996 Annual HIMSS Conference and Exhibition.

Linda L. Nice and Gregory M. Archual, “A Team Uses Simulation
and Benchmarking to Improve Radiology Performance,” 1996
Annual HIMSS Conference and Exhibition.

G. James Blaine, et al., “project Spectrum: Technology Alliance for
the Emerging Integrated Health System,” 1996 Annual HIMSS Con-
ference and Exhibition.

Ronald L. Johnson, “Trends in the Health Care Vendor Marketplace,”
1996 Annual HIMSS Conference and Exhibition.

Thomas W. Smith and Loren N. Jacobson, “Are You Really Ready for
CHINSs?,” 1996 Annual HIMSS Conference and Exhibition.

Stan Wiebe, “Information Systems Planning for an Urban/Rural Inte-
grated Delivery System,” 1996 Annual HIMSS Conference and Exhi-
bition.

Erica Drazen and Jane Metzger, “Creating New Models for Ambu-
latory Practice: Efficient, Wellness-Focused, IT-Enabled,” 1996
Annual HIMSS Conference and Exhibition.

David L. Kimball, “The Information Technology Leader’s Role in
Renewing the Healthcare Enterprise,” 1996 Annual HIMSS Confer-
ence and Exhibition.

Cindy D. Spurr, et al., “Automating Critical Pathways—One Hospi-
tal’s Experience,” 1996 Annual HIMSS Conference and Exhibition.
J. Craig Klimczak and Kenneth Bopp, “Reengineering Medical
Records With a Text Archive and Retrieval System,” 1996 Annual
HIMSS Conference and Exhibition.

Leigh Ann Wise and Paul D. Mermelstein, “A Managed Care
Demand Model for Ambulatory Care Services,” 1996 Annual HIMSS
Conference and Exhibition.

William P. Vrooman, et al., “Benefits Realization Analysis of a Clini-
cal Information System,” 1996 Annual HIMSS Conference and Exhi-
bition.

Robert Bowman, et al., “Building and Maintaining Today’s Net-
works,” 1996 Annual HIMSS Conference and Exhibition.

Arvind M. Salvekar, et al., “Community-Wide Implementation of
Quality Outcome Measurements and Patient Satisfaction Report,”
1996 Annual HIMSS Conference and Exhibition.

Edward F. Sweeney, et al., “Successful Implementation of Procedural
Outcome and Disease State Management Databases,” 1996 Annual
HIMSS Conference and Exhibition.

Rosemary Nelson, et al., “Outcomes of Telemedicine Services . . .
Patient and Medicolegal Issues,” 1996 Annual HIMSS Conference
and Exhibition.

Betsy S. Hersher, et al., “The CIO’s Position in Today’s Emerging
Health Care System: Lessons Learned,” 1996 Annual HIMSS Con-
ference and Exhibition.
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SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR PRODUCING
MEDICAL IMAGE DATA ONTO PORTABLE
DIGITAL RECORDING MEDIA

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of U.S. patent applica-
tion Ser. No. 09/761,795, filed Jan. 17, 2001 (now U.S. Pat.
No. 7,302,164, issued Nov. 27, 2007), which is a non-provi-
sional application claiming the benefit of provisional patent
application Ser. No. 60/181,985, filed Feb. 11, 2000. The
entire disclosure of both of these priority applications is
hereby incorporated by reference herein in its entirety.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

This invention relates to a system and method for the pro-
duction of medical image data on portable digital recording
media such as compact discs. More particularly, it relates to a
system and method for receiving medical image data, pro-
cessing medical image data, and transmitting medical image
data to be recorded on a portable digital recording medium.

2. Description of the Related Art

Since the invention of the x-ray film, film has been the
predominant multipurpose medium for the acquisition, stor-
age, and distribution of medical images. However, the storage
and distribution of film often requires considerable expenses
in labor and storage space.

Today’s modern hospitals utilize computer-aided imaging
devices such as Computed Tomography (CT), Digital Sub-
tracted Angiography, and Magnetic Resonance Imaging
(MRI). These digital devices can generate hundreds of
images in a matter of seconds. Many hospitals require these
images to be printed on film for storage and distribution. To
print complete sets of medical images from these digital
devices, the cost in film material, storage space, and manage-
ment efforts is often very high.

Some radiology departments have installed digital image
storage and management systems known as PACS (Picture
Archive Communication Systems). PACS are capable of stor-
ing a large amount of medical image data in digital form.
PACS are made by manufacturers including GE, Siemens,
and Fuji.

To ease the communication of data, the DICOM (Digital
Imaging and Communications in Medicine) standard was
developed by ACR-NEMA (American College of Radiology-
National Electrical Manufacturer’s Association) for commu-
nication between medical imaging devices and PACS. In
addition to the examined images, patient demographics, and
exam information such as patient name, patient age, exam
number, exam modality, exam machine name, and exam date
can also be stored and retrieved in DICOM compatible data
format. A DICOM file stores patient and exam information in
the header of the file, followed by the exam images. PACS
store medical image data in DICOM format.

Digital medical image data can be stored on PACS and
distributed using the Internet. However, many physicians’
offices do not have the bandwidth suitable for fast download
of medical image data. The concerns for medical data privacy
and Internet security further reduce the desirability of Internet
distribution.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The claimed system allows for digital medical image data
to be produced on a portable digital recording medium such as
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a CD. A CD containing the medical image data can be dis-
tributed to physicians, hospitals, patients, insurance compa-
nies, etc. One embodiment of the claimed system allows for
medical image data to be placed on a CD along with a viewing
program, so that a user can use any computer compatible with
the CD to view the medical image data on the CD. One
embodiment of the claimed system allows for searching
medical exam data that are related and placing such data on
the same CD.

One embodiment of the claimed system comprises a
receiving module configured to receive medical image data, a
processing module configured to process the received medi-
cal image data, and an output module configured to transmit
the processed medical image data to a production station
configured to produce the transmitted medical image data on
portable digital recording medium, such as a CD. In one
embodiment, the output module transmits a viewing program
configured to view medical image data to the production
station so that the viewing program is produced on the same
CD as the medical image data. In another embodiment, the
CD already contains the viewing program before the medical
image data is transmitted to the CD production station.

In one embodiment of the claimed system, the processing
module is configured to create and store audit information of
the portable digital recording medium produced by the pro-
duction station.

In another embodiment of the claimed system, the process-
ing module is configured to identify the originating image
input device of the received medical image data, and deter-
mine, on the basis of the originating image input device,
whether to transmit the received medical image data to a
production station. The processing module also selects, on
the basis of the originating image input device, one of mul-
tiple production stations as the target production station.

Yet another embodiment of the claimed system is config-
ured to retrieve medical image data that are related to the
received medical image data, and transmit the retrieved
related image data to the production station. In one embodi-
ment, exam images of the same patient are considered related.
In another embodiment, exam images of the same patient and
the same modality are considered related. For example, two
x-ray exams on the left hand of the same patient are consid-
ered related. In yet another embodiment, exam images of the
same patient, the same modality and taken within a specified
date range are considered related. For example, two x-ray
exams on the left hand of the same patient taken within a
two-month period are considered related. A hospital may also
determine other scenarios of relatedness.

One claimed method comprises the steps of connecting a
browsing terminal to a computer database configured to store
medical image data, selecting medical image data from medi-
cal image data stored on the database, and recording the
selected medical image data on portable digital recording
medium. In one embodiment, the claimed method also com-
prises a step of recording a viewing program configured to
view medical image data on the portable digital recording
medium.

One embodiment of the claimed method further comprises
the steps of finding and retrieving medical image data that are
related to the selected medical image data, and recording
related image data to portable digital recording medium.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 illustrates one embodiment of an image production
system comprising an application server and portable digital
recording medium production stations.
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FIG. 2 illustrates sample records of one embodiment of an
image input device profile table.

FIG. 3 illustrates a process of receiving image data from
image server, processing received image data, and transmit-
ting such data to the production station. This process also
retrieves and transmits related image data for production.

FIG. 4 illustrates a process of a user selecting and ordering
the production of image data stored on the application server.

FIG. 5 illustrates a process of a user selecting and ordering
the production of image data stored on the application server,
with the option of selecting and ordering the production of
related image data.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

FIG. 1 illustrates one embodiment of an image production
system 100 comprising an application server 110 and one or
more portable digital recording medium production stations
300A, 300B and 300C. In the preferred embodiment, the
production stations 300A, 300B and 300C are CD (Compact
Disc) production stations. Digital portable recording medium
comprises CDs and DVDs (Digital Versatile Disc or Digital
Video Disc). CDs may comprise CD-ROM (Compact Disc
Read Only Memory), CD-R (Compact Disc Recordable), and
CD-RW (Compact Disc Recordable and Writable). DVDs
may comprise DVD-ROM (DVD Read Only Memory),
DVD-R (DVD Recordable) and DVD-RAM (a standard for
DVDs that can be read and written many times). Thus,
although the following description refers primarily to CDs,
those of ordinary skill in the art will understand that any
suitable portable digital recording medium can be substituted
for CDs.

The application server 110 is connected to one or more
physician browsing terminals 400A, 400B and 400C through
a computer network 600. Each physician browsing terminal
400A, 400B or 400C comprises a browsing program such as
Internet Explorer or Netscape Communicator. Physicians or
their assistants launch the browsing program to access the
application server 110 through the network 600 in order to
select medical image data stored on the application server
database 114 to be produced by a production station 300A,
300B or 300C. In the preferred embodiment, the physician
browsing terminals 400A, 400B and 400C are connected to
the application server through an Intranet. One embodiment
of'the Intranet utilizes TCP/IP network protocol. The Intranet
can connect one radiology department, multiple departments
within a hospital, or multiple hospitals. In another embodi-
ment the browsing terminals 400A, 400B and 400C are con-
nected to the application server 110 through the Internet.

Still referring to FIG. 1, the application server 110 is also
connected to an image server 200. The image server 200 is
further connected to image input devices such as PACS 204,
MRI machines 206, CT-scan machines 208, ultrasound
machines 210, etc. In the preferred embodiment, the image
server 200 is a DICOM image server configured to receive
and store medical image data in DICOM format. In operation,
the image server 200 receives medical image data from image
input devices such as PACS 204, MRI machines 206, CT-scan
machines 208 and ultrasound machines 210 and stores such
image data in the image server database 202. A high-resolu-
tion image scanner 500 is also connected to the image server
200, so that medical image data stored on film can be scanned
on the image scanner 500, transmitted to the image server 200
and stored in the image server database 202. In one embodi-
ment, the image scanner 500 also converts the scanned image
to DICOM format. The application server 110 receives input
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image data from the image server database 202, processes the
received image data, and sends the image data to one of the
production stations 300A, 300B or 300C to produce CDs.

The application server 110 comprises a viewing program
112, an application server database 114 that stores image data
received from the image server 200, a production history
database 116 that stores audit records on each CD produced,
a display terminal 118 for programming and operating the
application server 110 by a programmer or physician, and an
image input device profile table 120.

Still referring to FIG. 1, the viewing program 112 is con-
figured to allow users to read and manipulate medical image
data. The viewing program 112 comprises multiple image
manipulation functions, such as rotating images, zooming in
and zooming out, measuring the distance between two points,
etc. The viewing program 112 also allows users to read the
patient demographics and exam information associated with
the image data. The viewing program 112 used in the pre-
ferred embodiment is produced by eFilm Medical Inc. located
in Toronto, Canada. The viewing program 112 used in the
preferred embodiment is an abbreviated version with fewer
functions and takes less storage space, in order to maximize
the storage space for image data on a CD. The image server
200 used in the preferred embodiment is also made by eFilm
Medical Inc.

The CD production stations 300A, 300B and 300C in the
preferred embodiment are produced by Rimage Corporation
in Edina, Minn. Details about the Rimage CD production
stations can be found in U.S. Pat. Nos. 5,542,768, 5,734,629,
5,914,918, 5,946,276, and 6,041,703, which are incorporated
herein by reference in their entirety.

The application server 110 in the preferred embodiment
runs on a personal computer running a 400 MHz Celeron or
Pentium II/I1I chip, with Windows 98 or NT as the operating
system.

FIG. 2 illustrates sample records of one embodiment of an
image input device profile table 120. The image input device
profile table 120 contains a profile record for each image input
device. Each image input device’s profile record comprises:
(1) an “auto-produce” logical field 250 indicating whether
medical image data from this image input device should be
produced on CD automatically by the image production sys-
tem 100, (2) a “target production station™ field 252 identify-
ing one of the production stations 300A, 3008 or 300C on
which medical image data is to be produced, and (3) a “related
data storage” 254 field identifying the medical image data
storage units in which to search for the related image data. A
medical image data storage unit is a storage unit that stores
medical image data and is connected to the application server
110. In one embodiment, a medical image data storage unit is
connected to the application server 110 through the image
server 200. In the preferred embodiment, PACS 204 is such a
medical image data storage unit.

In FIG. 2, the sample profile table 120 contains profile
records for MRI Machine I, MRI Machine 11, and Ultrasound
Machine I. For MRI Machine I, the “auto-produce” field 250
contains a “yes” value, directing the image production system
100 to automatically produce image data originating from
MRI Machine I on portable digital recording medium. Its
“target production station” field 252 contains a “Production
Station A” value, directing the image production system 100
to produce image data originating from MRI Machine I on
production station A. Its “related data storage” field 254 is
“PACS 17, directing the image production system 100 to
retrieve related medical image data from PACS 1. For MRI
Machine 11, the “auto-produce” field 250 is “no”, directing
the image production system 100 to not automatically pro-
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duce image data originating from MRI Machine II on por-
table digital recording medium. Since image data from MRI
Machine II will not be automatically produced, the “target
production station” field 252 and the “related data storage”
field 254 are irrelevant. For Ultrasound Machine I, the “auto-
produce” field 250 is “yes”, and its “target production” filed
252 is “Production Station B”. Its “related data storage” field
254 contains a value of “PACS 1, PACS 1I”, directing the
image production system 100 to search PACS I and PACS 11
for related medical image data.

FIG. 3 illustrates a process of the application server 110
receiving image data from the image server 200, processing
the received image data, and transmitting such data to the
production station 300A, 300B or 300C. The application
server 110 continuously monitors the image server database
202 in step 122. In one embodiment, the application server
continuously “pings” the network address corresponding to
the image server 200 on the network that connects the appli-
cation server 110 with the image server 200.

Still referring to FIG. 3, the application server 110 deter-
mines if the image server database 202 is changing, in step
124. In the preferred embodiment, the application server 110
makes that determination by detecting whether the image
server database 202 is increasing in size. If there is no change
in the image server database 202, then the application server
110 returns to step 122 to continue monitoring. If there is
change in the image server database 202, then the application
server 110 proceeds to step 126 and time-stamps the moment
that the change started. The application server 110 then pro-
ceeds to step 128 and waits for an interval, typically 35 to 65
seconds. After the interval, the application server 110 checks
whether the image server database 202 is still changing, in
step 130. If the image server database 202 is still changing
then the application server 110 returns to step 128 to wait for
another interval. If the image server database 202 is no longer
changing, then the application server 110 proceeds to step
132 and copies the data changed since the time-stamped
moment. This changed data is copied from the image server
database 202 to the application server database 114.

The application server 110 proceeds to step 134 and finds
the input image device name or identification number from
the newly received image data. In the preferred embodiment,
image data from the image server database 202 are stored in
DICOM format, and the input image device name or identi-
fication number is stored in the header of the DICOM format
image data file. The input image device name/ID indicates the
origin of the newly received data. The application server 110
proceeds to step 136 and uses the found input image device
name/ID to find a corresponding profile record in the image
input device profile table 120. If the profile record has an
“auto-produce” field 250 with a “no” value, the application
server 110 returns from step 138 to step 122 to continue
monitoring the image server database 202. If the “auto-pro-
duce” field 250 contains a “yes” value, the application server
110 proceeds from step 138 to step 140, and determines the
target production station 300A, 300B or 300C from the “tar-
get production station” field 252 of the profile record. In step
140, the application server 110 also determines the value in
the “related data storage” field 254 of the profile record.

Still referring to FIG. 3, in step 142, the application server
110 sends a copy of the newly received data, along with a
copy of the viewing program 112, to the target production
station 300A, 300B or 300C identified in step 140. With the
viewing program attached, the image data on each CD pro-
duced by the target production station 300A, 300B or 300C
can be viewed on any computer that accepts the CD, regard-
less of whether that computer has its own viewing program
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installed. In one embodiment, the data received in step 132 is
stored in the application server database 114 before it is
transmitted to the target production station 300A, 300B or
300C in step 142. In another embodiment, the application
server 110 transmits the data received in step 132 to the target
production station 300A, 300B or 300C, without storing a
copy of the data in the application server database 114.

In one embodiment, the application server 110 does not
send a copy of the viewing program 112 to the target produc-
tion station during step 142. Rather, the application server
110 sends a copy of the received medical image data to the
production station 300A, 300B or 300C to be recorded on
pre-burned CDs. Each pre-burned CD contains a viewing
program already recorded onto the CD before step 142.

In step 142, the application server 110 also sends configu-
ration data to the target production station 300A, 300B or
300C. The configuration data comprises a label-printing file
comprising the specification for printing labels on top of the
CDs, and a “number of copies” value indicating the number of
copies of CDs to be produced. A typical specification in the
label-printing file may specify information such as patient
name, exam modality, hospital name, physician name, pro-
duction date, etc. to be printed by the target production station
as a label on the top of each CD produced.

Still referring to FIG. 3, in step 143, the application server
110 searches the application server database 114 for image
data related to the newly received data. The application server
110 then searches the PACS systems identified in the “related
data storage” field 254 in step 140 for data related to the newly
received data. Some PACS systems each comprise a primary
image data storage and an archive image data storage, and the
application server 110 searches both the primary image data
storage and the archive image data storage on these PACS
systems. The application server 110 is connected to the PACS
systems through the image server 200. The application server
110 retrieves found related data from the PACS systems and
stores a copy of such found related data in the application
server database 114. The application server 110 sends a copy
of related data that are found from the application server
database 114 or the PACS systems to the target production
station 300A, 300B or 300C. The medical image data origi-
nally received in step 132 and the related medical image data
are produced by the target production station 300A, 300B or
300C on the same CDs for comparative study.

For each CD to be produced, the application server 110
adds one audit record to the production history database 116
in step 144. The new audit record comprises the identification
number of the CD and other relevant information about the
CD, such as the physician who requested the production (if
any), and the names of the patients whose exam images are on
that CD.

Steps 142, 143 and 144 may be executed immediately
before, concurrent with, or immediately after one another.

The target production station 300A, 300B or 300C pro-
duces the CDs containing the medical image data and the
viewing program sent to it, and prints a label on top of every
CD, corresponding to the specification in the label-printing
file. The number of CDs produced corresponds to the “num-
ber of copies” number sent by the application server 110 in
step 142. When the target production station has produced the
CDs, the production station returns a “completed” signal to
the application server 110. The application server 110 waits
for this signal in step 146.

Still referring to FIG. 3, in step 148, the application server
110 updates the audit records in the production history data-
base 116 that were created in step 144. For each CD produced,
the application 110 server updates the date and time of pro-
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duction for that CD’s auditrecord. The application server 110
also updates the status value for that CD’s audit storage
record from “processing” to “successful”. The application
server 110 then continues monitoring the image server data-
base 202 as in step 122.

FIG. 4 illustrates a process of a user selecting and ordering
the production of image data stored on the application server
110. A user, typically a physician or physician’s assistant,
accesses the application server database 114 from a browsing
terminal 400A, 400B or 400C connected to a network 600. In
one embodiment, the user launches a browser such as
Microsoft Internet Explorer or Netscape Communicator, and
specifies a network address corresponding to the application
server 110, in step 150. In another embodiment, the user
clicks a pre-defined icon that directly launches a browser
connecting to the application server 110. The application
server 110 prompts the user to enter a password or an identi-
fication name coupled with a password, in step 152. The
application server 110 checks if the entered identification/
password is authorized in step 154. If the entered identifica-
tion/password is not authorized the user is returned to step
152 to re-enter the identification/password, or disconnected
from the application server 110. If the entered identification/
password is authorized then the user is allowed access to the
application server database 114 and the application server
110 proceeds to step 156.

Still referring to FIG. 4, in step 156 the user is prompted to
select a patient from a list of patients with exam images in the
application server database 114. The user is then shown a list
of'the selected patient’s exams, and is prompted to select one
or more exams of that patient, in step 158. When the user
indicates that he/she has completed selecting all exams for
that patient, the user is asked in step 160 whether to select
another patient from the list of patients. If the user answers
“yes”, theuser is returned to step 156 to select another patient.
If the user answers “no”, the user proceeds to step 162.

In another embodiment, when a user selects a patient, all
exams belonging to that patient will be automatically selected
without prompting for user selection. In yet another embodi-
ment, the user is not prompted to select patients, but is only
prompted to select exams from a list of all exams for all
patients contained in the application server database 114.

When the user indicates that he/she has completed select-
ing, the user is prompted to select a production station from a
list of production stations 300A, 300B and 300C in step 162.
The user is also prompted to enter additional label text to be
printed as labels on the CDs to be produced, to supplement the
text printed according to the specification of the label-print-
ing file. The user can advantageously select the production
station located closest to his/her office. In one embodiment,
only one production station is connected to the application
server 110, and the lone production station will be the
selected production station without prompting for user selec-
tion.

In one embodiment, the user is also prompted to select the
number of copies of CDs to be produced. In another embodi-
ment, the number of copies is set at one without prompting for
user direction. As described above in connection with FIG. 3,
in step 164, the application server 110 sends a copy of the
image data of the selected exams for the selected patients to
the selected production station, along with a copy of the
viewing program 112, and configuration data comprising a
label-printing file, additional label text, and a number indi-
cating the number of copies of CDs to be produced. The
production station 300A, 300B or 300C then produces one or
more CDs containing the selected exams for the selected
patients and the viewing program, with labels printed on top
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of'the CDs according to the specification in the label-printing
file and the user-entered additional label text.

In another embodiment, a user accesses the application
server database 114 not from a browsing terminal 400A,
400B or 400C, but directly from the display terminal 118. In
this embodiment the user directly proceeds from step 152. In
this embodiment the user is typically a programmer or opera-
tor of the image production system 100.

FIG. 5 illustrates a process of a user selecting and ordering
the production of image data stored on the application server
110, with the additional option of selecting and ordering the
production of related data for comparative study. As
described above in connection with FIG. 4, a user connects to
the application server 110 from a browsing terminal 400A,
400B or 400C in step 170. The user enters identification
information and a password in step 172. Step 174 determines
whether the user is authorized to access the application server
database 114. If authorized, the user is prompted to select a
patient in step 176, and selects exams of the selected patient
in step 178. The user is then asked in step 180 ifhe/she desires
to find related data of that patient for comparative study.

If the user answers yes, the application server 110 then
searches for related data. The application server 110 finds the
image input device profile table 120 profile record corre-
sponding to the image input device from which the selected
data originates, identifies the list of PACS systems stored in
the “related data storage” field 254, and searches these PACS
systems for related data. In another embodiment, once the
user has selected a patient/exam combination, the application
server 110 automatically searches for related data without
asking for user direction. In this embodiment, the application
server 110 alerts the user if related data are found. In one
embodiment, the application server 110 also searches the
application server database 114 for related medial image data.

Still referring to FIG. 5, the user is then prompted to select
all or some of the related data from the list of found related
data for production, in step 184. In another embodiment, all
found related data are automatically selected by the applica-
tion server 110 for production, without prompting for user
selection.

The user is then prompted to select another patient in step
186. After the user has completed selecting all patients, the
user is prompted to select a CD production station 300A,
300B or 300C in step 188. The user is also prompted to enter
additional label text. In step 190, the application server 110
then sends a copy of the original and selected related data,
along with a copy of the viewing program 112, a number
indicating the number of copies to be produced, additional
label text, and a label-printing file to the selected production
station 300A, 300B or 300C for production.

The above paragraphs describe the application server 110
with one database 114 for image data storage. In another
embodiment, the application server 110 includes two data-
bases for image data storage: a new data database and a
storage data database. The new data database stores only the
most recent batch of new data just received from the image
server 200. After the data in the new data database is sent to a
production station 300A, 300B or 300C, the application
server 110 erases data in the new data database. The storage
data database stores all data that has ever been received from
the image server database 202. In the processes described by
FIG. 4 and FIG. 5, a user selects images for production from
the storage data database.

Several modules are described in the specification and the
claims. The modules may advantageously be configured to
reside on an addressable storage medium and configured to
execute on one or more processors. The modules may
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include, but are not limited to, software or hardware compo-
nents that perform certain tasks. Thus, a module may include,
for example, object-oriented software components, class
components, processes methods, functions, attributes, proce-
dures, subroutines, segments of program code, drivers, firm-
ware, microcode, circuitry, data, databases, data structures,
tables, arrays, and variables. Modules may be integrated into
a smaller number of modules. One module may also be sepa-
rated into multiple modules.

Although the foregoing has been a description and illus-
tration of specific embodiments of the invention, various
modifications and changes can be made thereto by persons
skilled in the art, without departing from the scope and spirit
of the invention as defined by the following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for selecting and recording medical image
data onto a data storage medium, the method comprising:

retrieving medical image data generated by one or more

imaging modalities, the medical image data being for-

matted in a standard medical imaging format used by

computers configured for viewing medical images;
storing the medical image data in a data store;

receiving a user selection via a user interface, the user

selection defining selected medical image data;
in response to receiving the user selection, searching for
related medical data that is related to the selected medi-
cal image data, based on the user selection; and

recording, by a robotic disc burner, the selected medical
image data, a viewing program, and at least a portion of
the related medical data onto a portable non-transitory
data storage medium, the selected medical image data
being recorded on the data storage medium in the stan-
dard medical imaging format, and the viewing program
being configured to allow viewing of medical image data
stored on the data storage medium on widely accessible
computers not specifically configured with standard
medical imaging software for viewing of medical
images.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the one or more imaging
modalities comprises an image scanner.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the related medical data
comprises images.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the related medical data
comprises one or more medical reports.

5. A method comprising:

providing an interface configured to receive an identifica-

tion of a patient by a user, wherein the interface is acces-
sible by a plurality of browsing terminals;

receiving the identification of the patient from a first

browsing terminal associated with the user;

finding related data of the patient, wherein finding related

data of the patient comprises querying at least a plurality
of data stores for medical imaging data;
receiving medical image data related to the patient from
one or more data stores in the plurality of data stores, the
received medical image data related to the patient being
formatted in a standard medical imaging format;

storing the received medical image data related to the
patient in a local data store local to the robotic disc
burning system; and

recording, by a robotic disc burner, at least a portion of the

received medical image data related to the patient from
the one or more data stores in the plurality of data stores
and a viewing program onto a portable non-transitory
digital storage medium, the portion of the received
medical image data related to the patient being recorded
on the digital storage medium in the standard medical
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imaging format, and the viewing program being config-
ured to allow viewing of the portion of the received
medical image data stored on the data storage medium
on widely accessible computers not specifically config-
ured with standard medical imaging software for view-
ing of medical images.
6. The method of claim 5, wherein the plurality of data
stores comprises at least two types of data stores selected
from the group of PACS, modalities an application servers.
7. The method of claim 5, wherein receiving the identifi-
cation of the patient from the first browsing terminal associ-
ated with the user comprises receiving a selection of an exam
associated with the patient.
8. The method of claim 5, further comprising producing a
label on the portable non-transitory digital recording medium
without manual application of the label onto the portable
non-transitory digital recording medium.
9. The method of claim 5, further comprising transmitting
to audit storage audit data that comprises at least a date
associated with the recording and a patient associated with
the recording.
10. The method of claim 5, wherein the one or more brows-
ing terminals comprises a plurality of browsing terminals.
11. A robotic disc burning system comprising:
a computing system comprising one or more computing
devices, the computing system comprising a communi-
cation interface configured to communicate with a plu-
rality of browsing terminals browsing terminals over a
TCP/IP network, wherein the communication interface
is accessible by instructions sent from a remote web
browsing program;
a user request module configurable to receive from a first
browsing terminal of the one or more browsing termi-
nals a request for data related to a patient;
an identification module configurable to identify, based on
the request for data, exam data comprising medical
imaging data generated by an imaging modality and
formatted in a standard medical imaging format, and
identify related exam data related to the exam data;
a data interface configured to receive at least some of the
identified medical imaging data formatted in the stan-
dard medical imaging format and receive at least some
of the related exam data;
a data store configurable to store at least some of the
received medical imaging data formatted in the standard
medical imaging format and store at least some of the
received related exam data;
a recording module configurable to record at least the fol-
lowing onto a portable non-transitory digital recording
medium that is removable from the robotic disc burning
system
at least some of the received medical imaging data in the
standard medical imaging format,

at least some of the received related exam data, and

aviewing program that is configured to allow viewing of
at least some of the medical imaging data that is
recorded onto the digital recording medium by a gen-
eral purpose computer that is not specifically config-
ured with medical imaging software for viewing of
medical imaging data.

12. The system of claim 11, wherein the data comprising
medical imaging data comprises data generated by an image
scanner.

13. The system of claim 11, wherein the at least one storage
module comprises at least one PACS.
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14. The system of claim 11, further comprising an autho-
rization module configured to prevent unauthorized record-
ing.

15. The system of claim 14, wherein the authorization
module is configured to receive a username and password.

16. The system of claim 11, wherein the exam data com-
prises one or more DICOM images.

17. The system of claim 11, wherein the related exam data
does not comprise a DICOM image.

18. The system of claim 11, wherein the identification
module is configurable to perform a search to identify, based
on the request for data, exam data comprising medical imag-
ing data generated by an imaging modality and formatted in a
standard medical imaging format, and related exam data
related to the exam data.

19. The system of claim 11, wherein the identification
module is configurable to identify, on a plurality of PACS,
based on the request for data, exam data comprising medical
imaging data generated by an imaging modality and format-
ted in a standard medical imaging format, and related exam
data related to the exam data.

20. The system of claim 11 wherein the related exam data
comprises medical imaging data formatted in a standard
medical imaging format.

21. A robotic disc burning system comprising:

a computing system comprising one or more computer
devices, the computing system comprising a communi-
cation interface configured to communicate with one or
more browsing terminals over a TCP/IP network,
wherein the communication interface is accessible by
instructions sent from a remote web browsing program;

a user request module configurable to receive from a first
browsing terminal of the one ore more browsing termi-
nals an identification of a patient by a user, the identifi-
cation of the patient originating with the remote web
browsing program;

a query module configurable to find related data of the
patient by querying a plurality of data stores for medical
imaging data associated with the patient;

a data interface configured to receive related data of the
patient from one or more data stores in the plurality of
data stores queried by the query module, the related data
of the patient comprising medical imaging data format-
ted in a standard medical imaging format;

a local data store configurable to store at least some of the
received related data of the patient;

a recording module configurable to record at least the fol-
lowing onto a portable non-transitory digital recording
medium that is removable from the robotic disc burning
system:
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at least some of the received related data of the patient
from the one or more data stores in the plurality of
data stores queried by the query module, and

aviewing program that is configured to allow viewing of
at least some of the related data of the patient that is
recorded onto the non-transitory digital recording
medium by a general purpose computer that is not
specifically configured with medical imaging soft-
ware for viewing of medical imaging data.

22. The system of claim 21, further comprising a labeling
module configurable to produce a label on the portable non-
transitory digital recording medium without manual applica-
tion of the label onto the portable non-transitory digital
recording medium.

23. The system of claim 21, further comprising an audit
module configurable to transmit to audit storage audit data
that comprises at least a date associated with the recording
and a patient associated with the recording.

24. The system of claim 21, wherein the plurality of data
stores comprises a plurality of PACS.

25. The system of claim 21, wherein the plurality of data
stores comprises at least one PACS and at least one applica-
tion server database.

26. The system of claim 21, wherein the plurality of data
stores comprises at least one PACS and at least one modality.

27. The system of claim 21, further comprising an autho-
rization module configured to prevent unauthorized record-
ing.

28. The system of claim 11, wherein the related exam data
comprises data not formatted in a standard medical imaging
format.

29. The system of claim 11, wherein the identification
module is configurable to identify, on a plurality of data
stores, based on the request for data, exam data comprising
medical imaging data generated by an imaging modality and
formatted in a standard medical imaging format, and related
exam data related to the exam data.

30. The system of claim 29, wherein a first data store from
the plurality of data stores is associated with a second data
store from the plurality of data stores.

31. The system of claim 30, wherein the identification
module is configurable to identify related exam data on the
second data store from the plurality of data stores in response
to identifying exam data on the associated first data store from
the plurality of data stores.
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